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UNIVERSITY oF TORONTO 


October 9th. 1917. 


i] 
TO; - 


Sir Robert A. Falconer, K.C.M.G. 
President, 
Wniversity of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


Dear Mr. President: - 


It would almost appear that I am guilty of ke 
short coming with which I have charged Doctor Clark in a 
recent letter, for I have been negligent in the matter of 
writing to either yourself or the Dean during the past month. 
Part of the time, however, we were on our way home and during 
the remainder of the time I seem to have been so busy that I 
have had very little time to think of writing letters to Canada. 


By this time you will probably have heard all 
about our trip home, and the manner in which we were despatched. 
The cable which Doctor Clark received on the 3rd. of September 
was not sent by me,(for at that time I was still in Salonika), 
but was forwarded by Captain Trump, who was in charge of the 
Nursing Sisters and who landed in England on that date. The 
rest of us left Salonika on the 4th. of September and the whole 
unit reached sngland on the 27th. of September. I cabled 
Doctor Clark on that date, and according to instructions received 
in a letter from him he gave as his address "TORGLUNHOSP” Canada. 
Six days later I got word from the cable office that Doctor 
Clark had Tinally been located at La Dannes, France. How they 
managed this wonderful feat I don't know, however, I cancelled 
the cable aee=2emateeseet with the idea that by that time 
Lieute-Colonel C.&.McVicar had probably reached home and would 
have given all the information concerning the movements of the 
first part of the unit at least. 


On arriving in England I found that we were to 
report to Basingstoke, and now we are practically all settled 
her ee The name of the hospital has been changed to No. 4 
Canadian General Hospital, Basingstoke, Hants, England, and at 
the present time we are in the midst of checking up the stores 
and equipment, preparatory to turning over the command to me. 
As soon as this check is made I shall be officially, as I am 
actually, the Officer Commanding the unit here. This is a 
magnificent place, really too large and too complicated for one 
to give a complete description of it's many branches, but 
Captain McKenzie who is leaving in a few days for Canada will be 
able to tell you more graphically than I just what a wonderful 
place we have. It has been in course of erection for some 
years and is still ?ar from being complete, as it was intended 
for a County Asylum. There ere many changes which have to be 
made in order to adapt it to the purposes of a hospital, but 
these are being made gradually and in time I hope we shall have 
everything in good running order. 


UNIVERSITY oF TORONTO 
- 2a 


Now regarding the finances. I have suggested to 
Colonel Primrose that a committee of three, consisting of 
Colonel Primrose, Major Parsons and Major Duncan Graham be 
empowered to pass on all necessary expenditures in connection 
with the hospital. Thistwill be ,for the time being, more 
extensive than any we have incurred during the last nine months. 
We shall have to supplement some of the surgical appliances, 
as we have had to sell a lot of our extra equipment at Salonika. 
For this it will be necessary to have the committee at home 
place at our disposal a sum sufficient Wor our immediate needs. 
At the present time we should have a credit here of about 
£1,000¢ AS you know,we sold to the Imperial Government material 
to the amount of about £22,000 to £3,000, and as this matter was 
referred to the War Office for approval, it may be some little 
time before these funds are available. I will forward to 
you shortly a detailed statement of the exact amount which is 
placed to our credit by the War Office, and in order to replace 
the material which we have lost, we shall require ready money, 
for the English dealers are not inclined to run a line of credit 
just now. I would suggest that an account be opened with the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce in my name in trust, and that all 
payments and cheques drawn bf approved by the committee. 
Golonel Primose discussed this matter with me and he has no doubt 
written to you regarding it. I shall be glad to work under 
any arrangement which is approved of by the committee at home. 
A quarterly statement should be sent to you concerning all 
expenditures. In talking over matters of finance with Colonel 
Roberts, I find that his account has been closed and that all 
vouchers have been returned complete to Canada. There are, 
however, according to him, at least two outstanding accounts 
which have been unpaid since 1915. I have asked him to have 
the firms involved send to me a detailed statement of purchases, 
and,that I would deal with these matters when I understood 
thety nature. 


With regard to the nersonnel. We are still 
somewhat at a loss to lkmow just where we stand. Some of our 
original officers while still kindly disposed towards the unit, 
are now in positions where they think promotion will come more 
quickly than if they stayed with the unit, ong these are 
Gaptains McPhedran, Imrie, Sharpe and Geo. Wilson. I have not 
insisted on their recall because I fancy that it wouldn't be 
fair to them. Captain Boyer is with us now, but he too has 
some chance of promotion elsewhere and if that comes before I can 
give it to him in this unit, I would not stand in the way of his 
taking ite It is only just to these men to give them what 
opportunities there are, (and these are very few) for ay dtffer- ance 
exee in rank. I have asked Major Parsons about being recalled, 
but as he is now much better in health and is being made head of 
the Medical Division, with a corresponding advance in rank, he is 
anxious to stay with the unit until the spring at least. If, 
however, there is any liklihood of his breaking down as a result 
of overstrain I will let you lmow and arrangements can be made 
for his recall. I have got back Lieut.-Colonel Malloch as 
head of Surgery and he has taxen hold of the work in fine style. 
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I asked to have John McCollum transferred to the unit, and 
whll probably get him in due course, as General Foster has 
agreed to this. Things move slowly in the Ariay, as you know 
and it may take time to get what we want. With regard to 
Stanton Wishart, it is impossible to heave him with us at 
present ag he comes under the R.A.M.C. edministration and 
there is no chance of taking an Imperial Officer into a 
Canedian Unit in England. AS far aS Velyien Henderson is 
concerned, it is impossible to do anything with regard to this 
while his movements are uncertain. He is still I understand 
&@ combatant officer and any move that is made in the matter of 
getting him with this unit would only be possible after his 
transfer to the C.A.M.C. At the present time Major Royce 

is away on leave and he has improved in health. Until I 

know definitely whether it is advisable for him to return to 
Canada or notm there would be no place for an extra nose and 
throat man. However, in the event of his returning home I 
should dearly love to have Jeff Boyd replace him. For our ‘ 
work in medicine and surgery I would be glad to take Cleland, Ethie, 
and Oille, but these men would not be able to get seniority ” 

of rank oyer men who have been with the unit during the past 

@ years and a half. They would, however, be a great source 
of strength to us and 1 would welcome them with open arms. 

I shall probably see Captain McKenzie before he leaves and he 
can talk this matter over with you on his arrival home. 


The unit had a very intefesting trip from the 
BHast,- to Italy by Sea, travelling only at night, then across 
Europe to the chennel. “here were a few hardships, but these 
did not amount to much and we were all vory glad to get back 
to Blighty again, although we find now a considerable difference 
in the climate here from that of the Hast. Iiverybody is 
looking much better than before and we are going to try and make 
a reputation here such as we had in the East. 


With kind regards to Lady Falconer and yourself, 
I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 


bf then A 


ae 


Z. A. LASH, PRESIDEN HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO, ONT. . D. PERRY, GENERAL MANAGER 
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Z. A. LASH, President GEO. D. PERRY, General Manager 
ROTNYSM JAN=2=1918 
BASINGSTOKE 9 
PRESIDENT FALCONER 
UNIVERSITY TORONTO 
CANNOT PLACEROWNTREE WRITING ; 


HENDRY 


910PM 


UNIVERSITY of TORONTO 
No.4 Canadian General Hospital, 
BASINGSTOKE, Hants, 


January 12th. 1918. 


Sir Robert A, Falconer, K.C.M.G. 
President, University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ontario, CANADA, 


Dear Mir.President, 


In the matter of Dr.Rowntree of whom 
you wrote. I wired you that we could not place him 
with us; the reason being that it is impossible to place 
aman of his type temporarily in a hospital such as ours 
so that the arrangements will work out satisfactorily to 
the service and to the authorities here, The situation 
with us is not the same as it is at Orpington, where 
Doctors Futcher and licRae have been placed so that they 
alternate in their work every six months and preserve 
the continuity of service, which is not detrimental to 
the work of their department, owing to the fact that 
their methods and training are practically the same. 
With Doctor Rowntree here it would be a different matter, 
Then too, I am of opinion that if Parsons at any time 
wishes to return to Canada, it would be much better to 
have him replaced by a University of Toronto man, rather 
than by an outsider. This is a University of Toronto 
unit and I am anxious that it shoywld remain such so far 
as it is possible, To place aymari at the head of the 
department of medicine here would be contrary to the 
original policy and plan of the University. 


After sending my cable I had a talk 
with General Foster concerning the matter and he had 
informed me that he had written General Fotheringham to 
say that he could not take Doctor Rowntree under the 
conditions on which the latter wished to enter the 
service, 

Two other letters from you have 
just arrived and I am very glad that you have written 
the D.M.S. asking that Graham, Scott and Clark be 
appointed to the hospital. I had already spoken to him 
about these men and had wired the Dean to make arrange- 
ments with General Fotheringham to have them sent over 
at once, I am pleased,too,to know that you have written 
the General about my leave and trust that before long 
it will be forthcoming. 


With regard to your letter concerning 
Corporal Kennedy. This case is a very pitiful one, but 
it is a hard one to deal with from this end. Leave to 
Canada is only given in exceptional cases and on 
compassionate grounds #he word “compassionate” implying, 
financial distress or trouble of some kind and 
including more than sentimental grounds. The letter 
which you enclosed is that of a heart-broken woman who 
wants her boy, but it is not one on which the authorities 
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at Headquarters would grant leave. I can put it 
forward as I have done others of the same kind, but 

I am confident that in this case, as in the other 
cases, no leave will be granted. It would be necessary 
for her to arrange for this from Canada where the 
authorities are not so hard hearted. 


In connection with our present hospital staff. 
We have lost, temporarily at least, the services of Major 
Gilbert Royce who has been attached to Bromley 
Convalescent ~ospital to take temporary command of that 
institution. This has been done for thepurpose of 
giving Royce a promotion which he has well deserved, but 
which, owing to the definite establishment of our 
hospital which allows only two Lieut.-Colonels, could 
not have been effected here. This leaves a vacancy of 
course in our Nose and Throat department. Major Lowry 
is carrying on this work in connection wth with his own 
for the present, but I would be glad if you would have 
Doctor Fred O'Connor sent over to carry on the work 
of the department here. I have already spoken to General 
Foster about it and if arrangements are made in Canada 
with General Fotheringham to send him along, we shall be 
able to take him on the strength of the unit. 


I am glad to say that Parsons’ promotion has come 
through and that he is now a Lieut.-Colonel in charge 
of the medical division, while I too have received a step 
up in rank, 


Since last writing you General Jones has been 
down on a tour of inspection, and spent six days with 
us, during which time he went thoroughly into the work 
of every department of the hospital and talked individually 
with every patient.. He told me that he was well pleased 
with the administration generally and that from no patient 
had he received a single word of complaint, a11 of which 
was highly satisfactory to me. 


Our Xmas and New Year's went off very pleasantly. 
Through the generosity of the Red Cross we were able to 
give the patients an extra good dinner on Christmas Day, 
and to supply each one with a Xmas gift, The Women's 
Auxillary of the C.A.M.C. at home enabled tm us to give 
the men of the unit an extra treat for Xmas and the Nurses 
have worked hard to make this season as nearly 
representative of what it should be at home as is possible 
in war time. Altogether we felt quite satisfied that 
everybody had been given a good time. New Year's with 
us was rather quiet but still we managed to give the 
patients something extra in the way of food and everyone 
was quite happy. 


General Foster tells me that in a very short time 
now we shall have an official opening and become what 
is called a "Comvoy Hospital". Up to the present time 
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we have been in part a Convalescent hospital and in 
part a special active treatment hospital, which is 
not altogether satisfactory, but within a couple of 
weeks we shall no doubt settle down into the routine 
work which will remain fixed for the rest of the war. 


On the whole the Nurses have been well, although 
a good many of them have been troubled with colds, 
Miss Agnes Campbell had the misfortune to slip on a little 
ice the other morning and fractured her fibula. She is, 
however, doing nicely and it will not be long before 
she is around again. The Officers all keep well and 
are doing most excellent work, 


With best regards, I am 


Yours sincerely, 


bp flentrr, 


. Colonel, 
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Nursing Sister Lena Davis died this morning from blackwater fever 
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